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PRESS RELEASE:

‘Flanders Fields’ is a metaphor for the area around Ypres in Belgium, where Allied and
German soldiers died in their hundreds of thousands in trench warfare during World War I.
The years of intensive trench fighting left indelible traces in Flanders. By the end of the war
in 1918 the landscape had been transformed into a see of mud devoid of buildings, trees, or
any other vegetation. Today, 90 years later, at first sight little remains of the untold horrors
of the war. However, under this surface of normality, the scars the war has inflicted on this
landscape are in many ways still visible or at least imaginable.

The project ‘Flanders Fields’ represents a systematic search for those traces of the Great
War within the landscape around the Ypres Salient, traces both visible and indiscernible.
The photography captures an acute sense of place and identity. The images of this on the
surface ‘innocent’ landscape provoke the imagination of the viewer and prompt to ask
questions about the suffering and loss of life of millions of people. The depicted landscape
thus engages us in a process by which we are invited to continuously question our
subjective and objective responses to this historical place that has decisively shaped the
future of Europe throughout the 20th century and beyond.
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